[Rates of surgical wound infection in hip arthroplasty (2007-2015)].
To estimate the incidence of surgical site infection in the hip replacement procedure during nine years of follow-up in a local public hospital. A prospective study conducted between 2007 and 2015, using the Clinical Indicators of Continuous Quality Improvement (INCLIMECC) tool. All primary hip prostheses and revisions were studied. The definitions, criteria and categories for surgical site infection were those estimated for the risk index of the National Nosocomial Infections Surveillance of Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. Crude and adjusted rates were calculated by risk index. A total of 999 interventions were included. The overall infection rate was 1.5% (95%CI: 0.75-2.25). Surgical prophylaxis was prescribed in 98.3% of the cases, and was adequate in 70.7%, with the main cause of inadequacy being its prolonged duration in 71.3%. The infection rate was 53%, being better than the rates published for Spanish hospitals INCLIMECC in the period 1997-2012. But they were 19% higher than those published for the USA according to the National Healthcare Safety Network, and 50% higher than expected according to data published for Europe by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control. The infection rate in the present study is better than those described in the Spanish literature, but it is higher than those published for Europe and North America. Strategies for surveillance and control of infections associated with health care allow the evaluation of trends and the impact of prevention measures.